REMARKS 

This application has been carefully reviewed in light of the July 7, 2005 
Office Action. Claims 1 to 29 and 31 to 33 are in the application, with Claims 1 and 22 
being independent. Claim 30 has been cancelled without prejudice. Claims 1 to 19, 21 to 
23, 25, 28, and 29 have been amended. Claims 31 to 33 have been newly added. The 
specification has been amended. Reconsideration and further examination are respectfully 
requested. 

The specification and Claims 1 to 30 were objected to for informalities. 
These matters have been attended to by the amendments made herein. 

Claims 1 to 30 were rejected to for obviousness-type double patenting over 
Claims 1 to 96 of U.S. Patent No. 6,563,318 (Kawakami). The rejection is respectfully 
traversed. 

Claims 1 and 22 recite, inter alia, comparing (Claim 1) or means for 
comparing (Claim 22) the charged electricity quantity of the inspective rechargeable battery 
obtained in the constant voltage charging mode to previously acquired data of a normal 
rechargeable battery in the constant voltage charging mode, wherein the previously acquired 
data is with respect to relationships between charged electricity quantities Q cv of said normal 
rechargeable battery and increased or decreased internal resistances of said normal 
rechargeable battery or between said charged electricity quantities Q cv and increased or 
decreased magnitudes of said internal resistances. 

Claims 1 to 96 of Kawakami are not seen to disclose or suggest at least the 
foregoing feature. 
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The claims of Kawakami involve comparing a measured voltage value and/or 
current value of an inspective rechargeable battery with basic data of a normal rechargeable 
battery. However, Applicants submit that said claims do not recite that the basic data is with 
respect to relationships between charged electricity quantities Q cv of the normal rechargeable 
battery in the constant voltage charging mode and increased or decreased internal resistances 
of the normal rechargeable battery or between the charged electricity quantities Q cv and 
increased or decreased magnitudes of the internal resistances. 

The dependent claims are also submitted to be patentable because they set 
forth additional aspects of the present invention and are dependent from the independent 
claims discussed above. Therefore, separate and individual consideration of each dependent 
claim is respectfully requested. 

An Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted herewith, and 
consideration of the documents cited therein is respectfully requested. 

No other matters being raised, the application is believed to be fully in 
condition for allowance, and such action is courteously solicited. 
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Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached in our Costa Mesa, 
California office by telephone at (714) 540-8700. All correspondence should be directed to 
our address given below. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Damond E. Vadnais 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 52,310 

FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 1011 2-3800 
Facsimile: (212)218-2200 

CA.MAIN 103338v1 
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